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Dear Fellow Fools
Hello and welcome to your belated Foolish Times.  My apologies for the delay in producing my first Foolish Times due to work pressure, and lack of material and my computer not being compatible with the programme used to produce the FT in the past.  

You may have heard that we now have a new logo designed by Plummie which  is hoped is more attractive to modern times combining the clown face and the Christian cross to enable people to make the connection between Christians and clowns or fools – fools for Christ.  It certainly attracted attention when we handed out the new fliers (copy enclosed) at the Christian Resources Exhibition at Peterborough.  A copy of the new Holy Fools flyer is enclosed, if you require more copies for events, please contact Dave Magee (Plummie).

You will find in this edition some features which I hope will become regular, such as the prayer diary so that you will be asked to pray for every clown member at least once during the year.  Please let Plummie or Jester Jim know any special prayer requests.  Forthcoming events diary, articles by members.  If you would like anything included please contact Hazel Hurlbut (Hazy Dazy).
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Diary Dates

8 May  2011 

Grounds of Covent Garden Actor’s Church – Punch and Judy may event
(an opportunity for clowns to mix and mingle, join the parade) Finishes about 5pm we can go round the corner to Bistro One for dinner it coincides with Neil’s birthday so if you can’t come all day come for the evening meal for a social (please ring Neil on 01727 830009 as we will need to book a table if more than 4 people come)
Autumn AGM – dates to be advised (Mid October) one day event 
at Jeff Edmunds (Dusty)’s Church in Wealdstone Harrow – Details to follow.

Monday 1 August to Friday 5 August 2011 – “Let your clown go free”  
5 days of workshops led by Ludo and Lulubelle at the Othona Community, Bradwell on Sea.
(please see back page  for more information).
For AGM and May event please contact Jester Jim to let him know if you are coming.

For the week at Othona Contact in the first place Ludo and Lulubelle.

Please send details of events where Holy Fools can take part as an organization for this section.
Most people will be aware that last year Holy Fools lost one of it’s greats – Taffy.  
Tom Fun kindly sent in this tribute to Taffy after attending his memorial service.

Taffy the clown – A Tribute from B.O.G.A.  The British Organ Grinders Association

On Saturday 11 September I went to Roath Park in Cardiff where for many years Taffy would go with his street organ to play it whilst collecting money for Cancer Research, his favourite charity.

Many years ago, when Clowns International used to go to Bicton Park, Taffy would be seen (and heard!) playing his organ and singing “Tulips from Amsterdam” to the amusement of one and all.

B.O.G.A. have now provided a park bench in the Botanic Gardens, part of Roath Park, bearing a plaque dedicating it to the memory of Ian “Taffy” James.  It’s a very peaceful area (apart from a fairly busy road behind it!).

About 30 or so people were there, most of them representing B.O.G.A., including one couple who were over from Switzerland with their organ on a tour and including Taffy’s son and daughter, Hywel and Sian and, of course, his Granddaughter Ellie-May.  From Clowns International there was Paddy the Clown and me (Tom Fun) I was also there on behalf of Holy Fools who, two years ago, had made Taffy (and me) an Honorary Life Member, Paul Anthony and David Holmes were there on behalf of the Cardiff Magical society.  There were also folk from Cyncoed Methodist Church where Taffy had long been an active member.

The day started a bit grey and overcast but, as the Vicar began the short dedication service, the sun came out, as if on cue.  The dedication took 10 – 15 minutes and was rounded off by one of the B.O.G.A. members playing on their organ – guess what – Tulips from Amsterdam and we all joined in singing it.  Brilliant!

The Organ Grinders spent the rest of the day grinding their organs in various parts of Roath Park collecting  £403. In total for Cancer Research, before getting together at about five thirty in a nearby watering hole for a social gathering and a well earned meal, rounding the day off very nicely.

What a superb day it was.  And what a wonderful way to remember a man aw well loved by all who knew him as Taffy the Clown or Taffy James.

Hey Ho, happy memories!

Tom Morgan

AKA Tom Fun

Editor’s Note.  At this year’s AGM Taffy joined Carol Crowther as a posthumous life member.

Talking of the AGM, Here is the Chairfool’s Report from 2010 AGM

A strange year for Holy Fools, I suspect because of last year’s AGM at Bradwell on Sea.  This carried over to the Spring workshop hosted in Bristol by Sister Hilda Mary at which quite good numbers attended which cheered a lot of us up. 

Workshops were led by Hilda and Patrick who set the scene and then Roly followed on the Saturday.  Followed by, for me, the best puppet workshop I’ve ever attended, led by our Nangaz.  Two clowns are already using ideas from this on the road.  What seems apparent as that we as fools seem to be drawing on God and putting him first in our work and not the other way round.

The CRE at Sandown Park opened new doors, well produced enquiries and three items of work.  One of which could not be fulfilled it was at very short notice and was in Scotland.  

Thank you to all who prayed for Holy Fools this year, a lot of us have been ill and we have had two deaths, Esme and Taffy.  Both will be missed.  Continue to pray for Tom Fun, Hatty, Mr Custard, Abeilla and Lulubelle.

A lot of events were cancelled due to lack of funds in hosts’ putting on events, some of which were big community gatherings.  Lets hope and pray things pick up next year.  Even Roly has been struggling for work.

We could do with younger members and more family membership.  We also need to encourage clowns like Flower, our youngest member.

One highlight besides Bristol, the Horsham gathering in November, a great success and Holy Fools are booked again for October and December, but no interest yet for the October harvest.  Team in place for December.

Social events – well the committee haven’t heard of any this year, so what about next.  Well Jester Jim and Hazy Dazy will be at Covent Garden the second Saturday in May with the Puppet Guild but a great chance for mix and mingle entertainment, balloon modeling etc then off to Bistro 1 for dinner – lovely food.

Please continue to pray for your committee and our continued work, we are always open to new ideas, offers of help and a venue for next year’s AGM, this year many thanks to Bromham Baptist Church, Hazy Dazy’s home Church, who helped us a great deal but few clowns have booked in.  This might be because the event was in early September and not October.  Pity, people wanted a planned programme before they booked, this was done and has cost funds this year.  So lets have your ideas to plan the way forward, grow as a group and in God and be more supportive of each other.

Jester Jim(Chair)

The AGM, although poorly attended did have some very positive points, such as the workshop on the Friday night with the youth group during which Plummie was allowed to give his testimony to a very responsive group of teenagers and as a result of that AGM Neil and Hazel were asked to take part in a Bedford Churches together youth event on 1 April 2011 .
Plans are  being made for 2011 AGM if you would like to help with the organization of any part of it please contact Jester Jim. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES APRIL 2011 – MARCH 2012
Dear Holy Fool,

It has been decided at the AGM which met on 11th September, 2010 to increase the annual Holy Fools membership fee to £14.00.
If this is paid before 1st May 2011, the fee will be £12.00, giving you one month’s grace to continue your membership at the old rate.

If you are paying by standing order, assuming that your instruction to your bank is dated from 1st April, you will need to instruct your bank to increase the payment to £14.00 from 1st April 2011. 

The fee for OAP/unemployed will be pegged at £12.00 until May 2011. In line with the above, the concession fee will be £10.00 from 1st April 2011 and increase to £12.00 from 1st May (standing orders at £12.00 from 1st April 2011).

We believe that this increase still represents good value for money and is due mainly to increasing costs on producing the Foolish Times, the website and other sundry expenses. During 2010/11 we plan to forge links with Clowns International, the Christian Dance Society, the Arts Centre Group and other groups, to widen our scope and broaden opportunities to clown at more events. This is in line with the original manifesto of Holy Fools, which was set up to include clowning, mime, dance, and puppetry.      

The other good news is that we have a new website manager, who will take on the duty as soon a practicable.

We hope you will continue to support us and that you will have a happy year’s clowning and following Him.

God Bless You, Jeffery “Dusty” Edmunds, secretary

On behalf of Neil “Jim” Wilkin, Chairfool

Other news from the AGM

This year it was decided to encourage membership by having a “Clown of the Year Award” which was to be awarded to the clown who it was felt contributed to the ongoing development of Holy fools.      This was announced before the AGM and nominations invited at the time of the notice going out about the AGM.  Two nominations were received but by the AGM only of the nominees was a fully paid up member so the award went to the paid up member.  Who is however a worthy winner Dave Magee. (Plummie).

This is hoped to be an annual award so please think about who you wish to nominate for next year and contact another clown to second your nomination.  Provided that member is a fully paid up member they can be voted for at the next AGM.

You see it pays to pay your subscriptions on time. 

Reports from Holy Fools Events

Harvest in Horsham  (9 October 2010)
Jester Jim and Hazy Dazy enjoyed clowning in the chilly sunshine around the bandstand for Churches together in Horsham.  The event included live worship, an open air Church Service, two drama slots by fools, this included the farmer sewing his seeds,  using the old McDonald song to illustrate the bible story of the sowing of seeds. The other sketch was about handing our burdens over to Jesus, we also juggled and plate spun and did our version of the torn and restored newspaper.  When not entertaining in this way, we used a walk around puppet or two, and plate spinning, balloon models were given as prizes for success at the latter.  Plummie’s box with mirror drew lots of smiles.

A wonderful event, good crowd, some useful contacts for local Churches and the prayer tent was kept busy all afternoon.  There were displays from local Christian organizations some selling their wares, others promoting the service they provide, around the bandstand.

All in all a good day but we could have done with a few more clowns.

Jim even had the opportunity to dance with a flag, in clown – not seen since Canterbury.

We already have a request for next year.  As soon as the date is known it will be in Foolish Times.  Hopefully more of you can join us next year.

Youth Event in Bedford on 1 April 2011

The youth leaders from many of the Churches in Bedford had organized a circus themed event at one of the Churches in Bedford.  Because of our last AGM the youth leader from the Church which hosted the AGM invited Neil and Hazel to run a circus skills workshop during that evening this was very popular and Neil was even asked if he was just there teaching or was he a Christian clown.  Neil took the opportunity to say a little bit about his faith with a small group of the youngsters.  And the event ended with a short bible teaching (about 15 minutes) which all the young people stayed to listen to and responded to a challenge from the speaker.
It would be lovely to hear more about what God is doing through Holy Fools members, so please share your experiences.
Easter note from Dave Maggee, (Plummie) – Welfare and Membership Secretary

He is Risen, Alleluia!

Good News about members who have been unwell:
Stephen Ashcroft is well after his operations

Tom Morgan says he doesn’t have to see his consultant for 2 years.

Derek Finch is fast recovering

Please pray for all the clowns who are on the road, presenting the Gospel.

Other news
A new brochure has been created, one copy will be sent with this newsletter.  It has already been well received at Christian Resources Exhibition in Peterborough  and will again be distributed at the CRE at Sandown Park.  If you would like more copies, please contact Plummie on 0161 724 9290.

Please remember subscriptions are due by 1 May 2011 (see note about discount if paid promptly).

Instead of sending Easter cards this year, Plummie has given a donation to charity.  
Prayer Diary May - July
Please pray for your fellow clowns throughout the year especially:

May

For continuing health for Ludo and Lulubelle

Tom Fun – Tom Morgan

For Plummie as he supports his wife Lyn through a close bereavement

For Abiello – Claudia Thompson

For Daisy -  Margaret Baxter

June

Flower (Rebecca Crowhurst) our youngest member as she copes with her exams
For Plummie and Jester Jim as they both travel to Scotland to work, perhaps we should pray for their hosts For Richard James as he settles into his new home
For Frank Parr as he settles into a new Church fellowship
For Frank Lane giving thanks for all the work he does for Holy Fools

July
For Sister Hilda Mary, as she continues in her role as Chaplain to Holy Fools

For Peta Craven as she seeks to promote clowning in her Church and celebrates her birthday

For David Girt

For Arthur Pedlar, Roly Bain and Derick Finch  three stalwarts of Holy Fools for many years  
CONGRATULATIONS!
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  Congratulations!  Jester Jim 18 years of age on Sunday 24 October 2010.  As a typical teenager, he at long last has a web site!  See below.

[image: image5.wmf]   Congratulations and celebrations, Roly a second grandchild Izzy was two in November (Sam's the Dad), Nancy was born on Sept 19th (Jack's the Dad).
Committee Members for 2011
Chair Fool:
Neil Wilkin, 



Telephone Number: 01727 830009
Email: jesterjim.gym@gmail.com


Web site: Jesterjim.wordpress.com

Secretary:
Jeff Edmunds



Telephone Number: 0208 9302896

Email: harrow.ranger@ntlworld.com




Treasurer:
Frank Lane



Telephone Number 01727 762617

Email: frank.lane2@ntlworld.com
Membership and Welfare officer:
Dave Magee
Telephone Number: 0161 7249290

Foolish Times Editor:

Hazel Hurlbut








